ST CHAD AND ALL SAINTS CHURCH (Sedgley) and
ST PETER AND THE ENGLISH MARTYRS (Lower Gornal)
(Registered Charity Number 234216)

Rev. Fr. Paul Edwards, PP.        2  Catholic Lane,  Sedgley,  DY3 3UE
Tel: 01902 882215       e-mail: rcsedgley@hotmail.co.uk
Website: www.rcsedgley.com
Safe Guarding Representatives: Natalie Orefice: 07718 910585  (Sedgley).  Jean Davis (L.Gornal).
      SUNDAY 7th MARCH 2021                3rd  SUNDAY IN LENT                                    YEAR  B
	Sat
	06
	Mar
	5.00pm

6.30pm
	(Vigil) Suzi Gill 

(Vigil) Jim Wells RIP
	St Peter’s

St Chad’s

	Sun
	07
	Mar
	9.00am

10.30am
	Florence Rollason RIP 15th Anniv

Elizabeth Holland (Special Intention)  
	St Peter’s

St Chad’s

	Mon
	08
	Mar
	
	No Mass
	

	Tue
	09
	Mar
	 11.00am

  6.00pm
	 FUNERAL SERVICE Joseph H Bradley RIP - at Gornal Wood Crem
 BG  Recovery  & Walter Davis (2nd Anniv)                                                                                                                                    
	G W Crem*
St Chad’s

	Wed
	10
	Mar  
	10.30am
	Mick Watton & Family                                                                                                                                  
	St Peter’s

	Thu
	11
	Mar
	
	No Mass
	

	Fri
	12
	Mar
	 3.30pm

6.30pm
	FUNERAL SERVICE: Lily Jones RIP - at Gornal Wood Crem
Stations Of The Cross   (With Confessions)
	G W Crem*
St Peter’s

	Sat
	 13
	Mar
	5.00pm

6.30pm
	(Vigil) Gess Militello RIP 1st Anniv

(Vigil)  Bill, Kitty & Patrick Cody RIP
	St Peter’s

St Chad’s

	Sun
	 14
	Mar
	9.00am

10.30am
	Derek Millard B’Day Thanksgiving

Corcoran Family RIP & Patricia Hytch (Special Intention)
	St Peter’s

St Chad’s


* G W Crem  =  Service at Gornal Wood Crematorium
	Please Note:
	Parishioners will receive Communion on exit.

	Confessions:
	Lower Gornal following Mass on Friday (Confession will take place

outside the exit doors.  Unfortunately, there is NO safe place at

Sedgley at the moment as per Gov. instructions!


Our prayers go out to all those who have lost a loved one, especially at this time.

We offer our prayers for those who are left to grieve. May the Merciful Heart of Jesus comfort you. We pray for those with Funerals.
We have 9 funerals coming up, so we certainly pray for the Souls of the dead; that they now receive God’s loving mercy.

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen.

And  may their souls; and those of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God. Rest in peace. Amen.

‘And may the choirs of Angels, come to greet you, May they bring you to paradise.’

FUNERAL SERVICE:  Lily Jones on Friday 12th March at Gornal Crem at 3.30pm

FUNERAL SERVICE: Joseph Bradley on Tuesday 9th March at 11am at Gormal Wood crematorium 

REQUIEM MASS:       Kathleen Wilfort on Tuesday 16th March 2021 at St Chad’s at 10am followed by Gornal Wood Crematorium
FUNERAL SERVICE: Mary Adams on Wednesday 17th at St Peter’s, Lower Gornal at 10am.  Reception into Church on Tuesday 16th at 4.30pm

FUNERAL SERVICE: Elizabeth Carr on Thursday 18th at St Chad’s at 1.00pm

FUNERAL SERVICE: Kathleen (Kay) McLaughlin 26th March at Gornal Wood Crematorium at 3.30pm 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THOSE WITH ANNIVERSARIES IN FEBRUARY

We pray together in merciful charity for all those gone before us recently; and their loved ones who now suffer their loss.
+ May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND, ALL OF US IN FACT: With these days of threats to our safety through Covid 19. 

We pray to the merciful heart of Jesus for all our sick along with those who look after them. We ask the intercession of Our Lady, St Chad, St Peter and English Martyrs and All Saints for those who suffer; those in hospital and those at home: Baby Harmony Riley, Irene Clarke, Michael Doherty, Henry Parker, Mary Bartlam, Eileen Dwyer, Wendy Grimmett, Florence Cox, Hilda Davis, Mary and Joe Spiteri, Colin Small, Liz Ward, Sharon Jones, Steven Richards, Josephine Cox, Susan Cox, Mary Ward, John Price, Karen Palk, Jisha Philip, Susan Corbett.

 The season of Lent; a time for us to reflect on the differences we can make in our lives; how we can change bad habits , increase our prayer life and answer God call to serve our brothers and sisters in our daily lives. At present it seems our lives are already a penance with the current restrictions we are forced to endure. Why not offer it up to The Lord as an act of love?
ST MICHAEL PRAYER

St Michael the Archangel, defend us in this day of battle, be our safeguard against wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do thou O! Prince of the heavenly host, through the power of God, thrust into hell satan and all the evil spirits who wander through the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen +  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PARISH ACTIVITIES - ALL ACTIVITIES SUSPENDED

At present (August 28th) we still have not been given clearance to restart any of our activities.

All our normal activities are suspended during these uncertain times.

The Diocese will shortly be giving instructions on the re-opening of the halls; rules will apply, and risk assessments will have to be completed.

In Loving Memory

Please take a moment to remember the late Ann Allsopp RIP. Also, the beautiful Altar cloths (chosen by Ann) that now adorn the Altar have been purchased by The Ladies Guild in her memory. A very special lady. A lady that listened but never judged. A Loving Wife, Mother, Nan, Great Nan & a very dear friend to many.
Resting in the loving arms of Jesus.
MONEY MATTERS  
After 10 years here at Sedgley and five at Lower Gornal; I know by now that you have worked out that I do not like asking for money. I know what it is like to struggle, and it is so frustrating when people start rattling tins in front of your face or priests thumping for more money; BUT I am afraid the time has come for us to be rather up front about Parish Finances… Both parishes are now feeling…. Not ‘the pinch’, but ‘the punch’. The Diocese is taking more of the weekly collection to cover their funds and staff at Cathedral House; and levies are increasing year by year. We have all noticed the radical shortfall in attendance, mostly down to fear of the pandemic and as a result we have to do something to alert our parishioners to the state of our financial reserve.

The Archdiocese on their front page (birminghamdiocese.org.uk) have set up the means so that people can support us by either one off donations, or set up regular standing orders. There is also information on ‘Gift Aid’.

Log on to the Archdiocesan front page. There you will see the sections at the top. Tap onto Support Our Work, then scroll to Financial Resources; and view which ever suits you best.

We really appreciate all that you do to keep us going, we are asking now because it won’t be long before radical decisions have to be made!  Fr Paul.
A SINCERE THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE ALREADY ANSWERED ‘THE CALL’!

Please visit our Parish website - www.rcsedgley.com - for all up-to-the-minute-updates and other news

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
St Chad’s Church is open and abides by the Bishops’ rule of receiving Holy Communion at the very end of  Mass (Guidance will be given). Masses will be at the same times to previous time slots: BUT due to the Government’s policy of ‘distance safety measures’; we will certainly not be able to accommodate similar previous numbers at Mass. Therefore, together with our regular Sunday times of Mass at 9.00am and 10.30am there will be an additional Vigil Mass at 5.00pm  at St Peter’s together with the usual 6.30pm(Sedgley), plus our traditional 10.30 (Sunday) and Tuesday 6pm; at Sedgley.

The important things you must know is that the churches have been thoroughly cleaned or rather ‘deep cleaned’ so that any spot or stain of the Covid 19 virus has been washed away. The virus itself is not a lingering infection on wood, benches, floors etc. There are no holy water stoops and the entrance and exit doors will remain open. There will be Marshals at both churches to guide anyone to seats and to remind them that once they have entered through the Entrance, they must then leave by the exit. You are welcome to bring your own hand gel, but there will be some provided on entrance. Once your space has been vacated, one of the marshals will again wipe the seat with cleanser. As the government insists, we must remain - 2 meters apart while in church, and you will be guided to appropriate spaces.
If the church is full, as it will only accommodate limited numbers because of the distance obligation, please be prepared to go home with the full knowledge that one can for the present time, use a weekday Mass to subsidise for their Sunday commitment. This has been clarified by the Bishop’s Conference in England.
Full risk assessments have been carried out which contain considerable detail: This is done and activated for YOUR safety. There is a lot of information on the Archdiocesan site about keeping safe in the pandemic; that’s why they recommend that facial coverings are advised. There is a great source of information at the Diocesan website which you may be interested.
PLEASE NOTE MASS ON TUESDAY IS NOW AT 6PM DURING THESE WINTER MONTHS
*TRACK & TRACE: It is now a requirement that we keep a list of the names of those who go to church. If someone then picks up the virus, they can notify us, and we notify others who attended that day. Following ONE MONTH, the records are destroyed! Please also inform the parish if you have tested positive. 
Our website (www.rcsedgley.com) has considerable advice how to keep safe and others too.

THE ‘APP’ NHS COVID 19  on your mobile phone is up and running in both churches, you can use the App to mark yourselves in & out! The APP should also act as a recorder of those testing positive and informing you via mobile phone what action to take. The Prime Minister on Friday January 22nd stated that the ‘new variant of the virus may be far more dangerous than previous believed; It is a fact that it is 40% more contagious than Covid 19 in its first form.

Please KEEP SAFE!

Requirements for Those Attending Church

1. All entering the church will be recommended to use a face covering at all times to minimise the risk of contagion to all present.

2. Alcohol-based hand gel will be available and must be used on entry and departure from the church.

3. Any handkerchiefs or tissues shall be taken off the premises.

4. Personal possessions should be kept to a minimum and should be taken away on leaving the church.

5. Any items found during cleaning shall be disposed of and shall not be deposited in any lost property.

6. While children are unlikely to become very ill, they are capable of both being infected by the virus and of spreading it. Parents or guardians bringing children into a church should not be discouraged from doing so, but it will be important for parents to manage their children appropriately, particularly ensuring they touch as few surfaces as possible for their safety and the safety of others! 

